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MAP 1. MAP OF THE PHILIPPINES





TABLE 1. TOTAL, URBAN & RURAL POPULATION IN THE PHILIPPINES AND 'l'HElR PERCENTAGE
CHANGES: 1903-1975

1903 7,635 1,000 13.1 6,635

1939 16,000 2.09 3,451 3.52 21.6 12,550 1.79 1.73

1960 27,088 2.52 8,072 4.10 29.8 19,015 1.99 2.11

1970 36,684 3.01 12,069 4.02 32.9 24,616 2.56 1.46

1975 42,071 2.99 14,857 4.2 35.2 27,660 2.36 2.1

-------------------~-----

Source: National Census & Statistics Office, Census of Population, Manila.
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III. NATIONAL URBANIZATION TREND
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Zamboanga and Iloilo. Moreover, it must also be noted that
Manila has traditionally been dominant not only as a population
of the country but also as a source of growth within the national ec
as evidenced by its considerable share in secondary and tertiary pro
tion outputs. Such a predominance of Metro Manila over the other a
of the country have generated considerable pressures on the reso
of the region to absorb its growing population, so much so that there
now been a growing concern for such urban problems such as conges
inadequate living conditions, and services, as well as unemployment,
the wake of such problems, there arose a growing need to try slo
down population growth in Manila and create a more bal
national urban structure by attention on the developms
other urban centers of the country.

One regional center where significant growth can be expect
Cebu City in the Visayas, which is one of the larger cities of the
Cebu, with the contiguous cities of Mandaue, Lapulapu, Tali
Cordova, is now becoming rapidly urbanized due to governm
private efforts to tap and develop its mining and industrial
It has the second most varied manufacturing base in the coun
its strategic location and accessibility make it the trading center
central part of the archipelago. The Visayas have contributed
to migration to both the Metro Manila and Mindanao regions a
expected the on-going development of infrastructure and services
will promote the growth of the region and alter such pattern of m

On the island of Mindanao, the growth of two regional cent
been given priority attention. These centers are Davao City in t
and the Iligan Bay area in the North. Davao, the largest city
danao, and one of the largest in the country, is basically oriente
~!grkulture. Its potential for urban growth rests on its bee
commercial and trading center given its rich hinterland where inv
in cash-crop plantations are being developed. The Iligan Bay
the other hand, includes two closely linked cities, Iligan and
de Oro. This region has significant industrial growth poten
evidenced by the establishment of a number of major industri
the area. Cagayan de Oro City presently has Xavier Unive
several good schools which offer an education base
on. Iligan City for with its adequate source of hydr
power and growing could develop specialized facili
technical and machine-trade skills. The Iligan Technical Institu
established to provide skills and technological services. Also, th
danao State University in Lanao can provide the trained manpower
for industrial development of the region.

It is expected that by pursuing a more
tion, the primate urban structure of the country can ~U"T,t"glllu h,,, ,,11

to bring about a more balanced hierarchy of urban centers
the national territory.
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